《Nisbet’s Church Pulpit Commentary - Malachi》(James Nisbet)
Commentator

With nearly 5,000 pages and 20 megabytes of text, this 12 volume set contains concise comments and sermon outlines, perfect for preaching, teaching, or just another perspective on a passage for any lay person.

James Nisbet compiled and edited the Church Pulpit Commentary. Over 100 authors wrote short essays, sermon outlines, and sermon illustrations for selected verses of the Bible. The authors include Handley Carr Glyn (H.C.G) Moule, F.D. Maurice, and many other bishops and pastors.

As with many commentaries of this nature, the New Testament contains substantially more comments than the Old Testament. This is not the famouse Pulpit Commentary. This is a different commentary. Not every verse includes a comment.
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
MALACHI’S MESSAGE
‘The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.’

Malachi 1:1
We may be apt to think that, because ‘Malachi’ comes last in the Old Testament, he lived after the other writers. This is not so. He lived about the same time as Ezra and Nehemiah. Nehemiah wrote the last history, Malachi the last prophecy.

I. The messenger—the name means ‘My messenger,’ or ‘the Messenger of Jehovah.’—He was sent with God’s message to the careless and wicked Jews.

II. The message.—The message began by God telling these erring people that ‘He loved them.’

III. A practical lesson.—Are not some of us worse than these Jews? God says, ‘Yet I have loved you, and given my well-beloved Son to be your Saviour!’

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
A CORRUPT PRIESTHOOD
‘O ye priests!’

Malachi 2:1
I. In contrast with the disgraceful traits which the prophet had described as characteristic of the priesthood, he proceeds to paint with a few bold touches the noble priest whose burning zeal for God’s honour averted His wrath from the people, and secured for himself and his seed after him the covenant of an everlasting priesthood (Numbers 25:10-13).

II. The prophet next turns to reprove those who had put away their Jewish wives and had contracted marriages with foreigners.
III. The Jews seem to answer the prophet by pointing to their comparative prosperity.
03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
THE FORERUNNER AND THE MESSENGER
‘Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts.’

Malachi 3:1
I. The forerunner and his commission.—(1) The forerunner of the ‘Messenger of the covenant’ was John the Baptist (cf. St. Luke 2:25; Luke 2:38). (2) His commission was preparative. This is indicated (a) By his own confession. (b) By the character of his preaching.

II. The Messenger of the covenant and His commission.—(1) ‘The Messenger of the covenant’ is our Lord Himself. (2) His commission involved a fulfilment of human desire and expectation. (3) This commission included an unexpected visit to His Temple. (4) His commission is implied in the name assigned—Messenger of the Covenant.

Verse 17
JEWELS
‘My jewels.’

Malachi 3:17
There is much in the nature and history of jewels that strikingly illustrates the character of the Lord’s people.

I. There is an intrinsic difference between jewels and other common stones.—Carve and polish a flint as you will, you can never make it a jewel. So is it with the Christian: he has a new heavenly birth, a new life, one with Christ and Christ with him, created anew by the Holy Spirit in the image of God. It is no partial reformation, hewing off here and there a glaring sin, but a thorough vital change.

II. Jewels are won with cost, and toil, and peril, from dark and lonesome mines, or as pearls from the bed of the ocean.—‘Ah!’ the Christian will exclaim, ‘here is a picture of my case. Words cannot tell the blackness of my own heart before the grace of God; and the ungodly were my chosen companions. Jesus came from heaven to this world of sin and sorrow, and rescued me with infinite labour and cost; but oftentimes with deepest humiliation “do I look unto the rock whence I was hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence I was digged.”’

III. Jewels, after they have been found and won, are mostly carried many hundred miles over stormy seas and burning sands.—Very few Christians are transplanted to heaven at once; most have to tread a long pilgrimage, and traverse ‘the waves of this troublesome world.’

IV. Jewels, moreover, have to undergo many processes before they are fit for setting in gold; they are carved, and ground, and polished, enduring many a hard blow, many a delicate operation. See in this the preparing of the Lord’s people for glory, their being ‘made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.’

V. Jewels are only bought with a great price.—I need not remind you ‘Ye were redeemed not with corruptible things, but with the precious blood of Christ.’ Oh! if earthly treasures had availed, the Lord could have created ten thousand worlds of gold, and myriad angels would have brought the riches of the universe. But ‘it cost more to redeem one soul, so that man must let this alone for ever.’

Yet the weakest believer may well swell the joyous acclamation, ‘I know that my Redeemer lives.’

—Bishop E. H. Bickersteth.

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 5-6
THE SECOND ELIJAH
‘Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord … lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.’

Malachi 4:5-6
Let us look a little into the state of things when Malachi wrote.

I. It was not a time of open disregard of God, or rebellion against His religion.—Time was when there was a sharp line drawn between those who were, and those who were not, worshippers of the true God; so that it was only the very determined who were good at all. It was different now. All were nominally God’s worshippers, but scarcely any were in earnest about it. Idolatry was gone by. No doubt that was a great gain. But it was not everything. Men may leave off one sin, but they may fall into another. And so it was now.

II. A man who has broken off his bad ways and become respectable, has to ask himself, ‘Have I broken with sin?’—If not, he may see his own picture in these rebukes of the prophet Malachi.

III. Again, what rule do you follow in you ordinary life?
IV. Yet there is a voice of mercy as well as of anger in this last utterance of Old Testament prophecy.—If Christ was to come suddenly into His Temple, still He would not take them unawares. Before His coming He would send them His forerunner, who should give them a last warning to prepare themselves by interior holiness for the benefits of His Advent. Every year are these warnings read in our ears. These Advent calls to repentance are Christ messages to us.

Illustrations
(1) ‘Just as Elijah, in the degenerate days of Ahab, when Baal was predominant, and the worshippers of Jehovah shrunk out of sight, rallied to his side those who were faithful in secret, and recreated, one might say, the people of God, so should this promised prophet do in the degenerate days contemplated by Malachi. He should come, as the New Testament says, “in the spirit and power of Elijah,” and be, like him, the instrument of a great moral revival. It is not easy to say precisely what is meant by turning the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to the fathers. What the words suggest to the modern reader is that family dissensions about religion were one of the crying evils of the time, and that the prophet was to subdue these, and teach the passing generation and the rising one to understand and consider each other.’

(2) ‘John came in the spirit and power of Elijah, and prepared for the coming of Jesus. He preached a great repentance, and to a considerable extent secured it. Even the outward aspect of his life recalled Elijah, and still more his fearless denunciation of evil, the persecution he had to endure for righteousness’ sake, and the limitation of his nature and his work. The most striking proof of his success is the fact that the first and most eminent of the disciples of Jesus—Simon, Andrew, James, and John—had all been before in the circle of the Baptist’s followers.’

